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“Driving change is our compass, and advocacy fuels
our progress. Throughout my career, I’ve stood for
Detroit. As we push for representation and ethical
boundaries, every step forward shapes a brighter,
more equitable future for our city and beyond.”

Eric C. Williams has dedicated his career to advocating
for Detroit’s community. As the Managing Director of
the Economic Equity Practice at the Detroit Justice
Center, he demonstrates a steadfast commitment to
advancing economic equity within the city.

He is also the Founder and CEO of Eric C. Williams,
PLLC, a boutique law firm specializing in trademark
and Intellectual Property needs for Detroit’s
entrepreneurial ecosystem, small businesses, and
non-profit entities.

Beyond his legal endeavors, Eric’s impact extends
to thought leadership as a compelling keynote
speaker. His insights address surveillance technology,
Intellectual Property challenges for growing
businesses, and affordable housing issues.

His journey has encompassed a directorial role at
Wayne State University Law School’s Business and
Community Law Clinic and leadership of the Wayne
Law Program for Entrepreneurship and Business Law.
He has also practiced at prestigious New York firms,
including Nixon Peabody, LLP, and Winston & Strawn,
LLP.

Academically accomplished, he earned his J.D. from
Columbia Law School, an M.Phil. in international
relations from Cambridge University’s Magdalene
College, and a B.A. from the University of Michigan. His
commitment to community development flourished in
the non-profit sector before his legal career, benefiting
Focus: Hope in Detroit and the Health and Welfare
Council of Long Island in New York.

Eric’s grassroots presence includes active
involvement as a BMe fellow and a valued speaker
for local entrepreneurship programs and community
events. He holds influence as a board member of the
Detroit Cultivator Community Land Trust. Moreover,
his dedication to civil liberties is evident through
his association with the Lawyers Committee for the
Michigan ACLU.

Eric’s advocacy extends to the discourse on
surveillance technology and ethical boundaries.
He ardently advocates for the balance between
technological advancement and ethical
considerations, even challenging technologies like
Shot Spotter. His leadership championed Chapter 17
of the 2019 Detroit City Code, promoting Community
Input over Government Surveillance Ordinance.

Eric C. Williams is an emblem of equity, and advocacy,
sculpting a promising future for the people of Detroit
and those beyond.
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https://wdet.org/2022/02/03/tracked-and-traced-does-project-green-light-in-detroit-reduce-crime/
https://www.pbs.org/video/american-black-journal-protecting-detroits-minority-owned-businesses/
https://www.fox2detroit.com/news/detroit-city-council-sued-over-shotspotter-contract-approval
https://www.technologyreview.com/2021/04/14/1022676/robert-williams-facial-recognition-lawsuit-aclu-detroit-police/
https://www.crainsdetroit.com/real-estate/whats-gilbert-bedrock-hudsons-site-tax-break-deal
https://www.michiganradio.org/economy/2022-06-27/this-detroit-neighborhood-is-using-the-community-land-trust-model-to-help-ensure-affordable-housing
https://www.detroitnews.com/story/news/local/detroit-city/2022/11/30/detroit-justice-center-files-lawsuit-against-shotspotter-expansion/69689968007/
https://www.seattletimes.com/nation-world/detroit-surveillance-program-gets-first-educational-partner/
https://www.wxyz.com/news/region/detroit/facial-recognition-controversy-detroit-city-council-approves-ordinance-to-increase-transparency
https://michiganchronicle.com/2022/10/20/how-neighborhoods-are-using-community-land-trusts-to-slow-gentrification/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=clBIGPk2SaU
https://www.freep.com/story/news/local/michigan/detroit/2022/11/30/detroit-shotspotter-expansion-violated-ordinance-lawsuit-claims/69688854007/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xHMCt2dpnRo
https://wdet.org/2022/02/03/tracked-and-traced-does-project-green-light-in-detroit-reduce-crime/
https://pacscenter.stanford.edu/event/virtual-event-legitimizing-true-safety/
https://www.cbsnews.com/detroit/news/new-patent-procurement-clinic-at-wayne-law-offers-qualifying-clients-free-legal-services/
https://vimeo.com/269697938
https://detroit.curbed.com/2019/9/20/20875931/district-detroit-neigborhood-advisory-committee-nac-olympia
https://www.deadlinedetroit.com/articles/23022/opinion_detroit_must_reject_facial_recognition_technology
https://www.aclu.org/news/privacy-technology/detroit-police-are-playing-big-brother-local
https://www.bridgemi.com/urban-affairs/detroit-violent-constant-video-surveillance-answer
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5b0816cb8ab722762bb151a1/t/5f7a73acd0564007bdbd2f3a/1601860525807/S3E3+70+MILLION+TOOLKIT+TEMPLATE+.pdf
https://legalnews.com/detroit/1387536

SPEAKING TOPICS

Navigating the Digital Landscape:
Understanding Surveillance in the Modern World
Eric C. Williams delves into the complex world of surveillance, discussing its
various forms, implications for privacy, and how businesses, communities
and individuals can navigate this evolving landscape.

Guardians of Innovation:
Intellectual Property Strategies for Business Growth
Eric C. Williams focuses on the importance of intellectual property rights for
businesses and shares how to protect trademarks and copyrights, trade secrets and other
intellectual property assets while leveraging them to foster growth and competitiveness.

Housing for All:
Tackling the Challenge of Affordable Housing
Eric C. Williams explores the critical issue of affordable housing, addressing
the causes and consequences of housing inequality, and presenting innovative
approaches that businesses, governments, and communities can take to
create more accessible housing options.

Surveillance, Privacy, and Ethics:
Striking the Balance in the Digital Age
Eric C. Williams’ discussion centers on the ethical and legal considerations of surveillance
technologies, weighing the benefits against the potential infringements on
individual privacy rights.

Building Communities:

The Intersection of Affordable Housing and Economic Development
Eric C. Williams examines the synergies between affordable housing initiatives
and economic development and explores how businesses can contribute to
community-building through investments in affordable housing, fostering
both social impact and sustainable growth.
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